
Coalition Connection 
Quarterly Newsletter presented by the Early Learning Coalition of Brevard County to promote quality services,  

professional development and awareness within the child care and early childhood education community. 

W elcome  to the first edition of the Early 

Learning Coalition of Brevard’s 

Coalition Connection!  We are always 

looking for new ways to provide information 

that early learning providers would find 

helpful and we think this is going to be a great 

way!  This quarterly newsletter is going to 

provide you updates and helpful tidbits of 

information to keep you informed about the 

latest topics of interest in the world of early 

learning.  If there are topics that you would 

like covered, let us know that too.  We are 

always interested in hearing your feedback! 

There are always important decisions being 

made at the state level that impact our 

collective work.  The 2013 legislative session 

doesn’t begin until March but discussions are 

already underway about the education that 

needs to be provided to our local and state 

delegation on important issues that impact our 

ability to provide services to children and 

families served through the School Readiness 

and Voluntary Prekindergarten programs.  

Communication is ongoing with Florida’s 

Office of Early Learning about the impact of 

their decisions on our local programs.  Much 

work lies ahead and your voice is needed!  A 

few key topics that are being discussed and 

decided as we speak, just to name a few: 

Statewide pre and post child assessments 

School Readiness funding allocation 

formulas 

Development of a statewide School 

Readiness Provider Contract 

Implementation of provider quality 

assessments 

Development of statewide fraud 

prevention  and identification policies 

Continued development of ELIS (Early 

Learning Information System) 

 

As I have stated before, I continue my 

commitment to keep you updated about 

conversations that impact the children you 

serve as well as your business needs.  If there 

is any information I can provide at any time, 

please don't hesitate to ask.  Thanks for all you 

do!   

 

 

Welcome 
Dates to Remember 

November 2 
Attendance Sheets Due 

 
November 5  

Child Care Chat, Palm Bay 

 
November 8  

Child Care Chat, Titusville 

 
November 20 

Payment will be sent to providers 

 
December 3 

Attendance Sheets Due 

 
December 7  

Annual ASQ-3 screenings A-D are due 

 
December 20 

Payment will be sent to providers 

Provider Bulletin Board 
Communication is the key to 

smooth transitions. Please 

keep us informed concerning 

changes in your program and 

staff. We are here  to assist 

you while  assuring continuity 

in offering a safe and healthy 

environment for children. 

Here are a few  web sites that 

we feel you should have on 

y o u r  f a v o r i t e s  l i s t ! 

www.brightbeginningsfl.org 

www.floridaearlylearning.com

www.zerotothree.org 

Please note Provider Update 

forms were due September 

28th.  Any providers that have 

not updated their information 

can complete the form online 

at http://www.elcbrevard.org/

uploads/docs/blocks/258/2012

- 2 0 1 3 - p r o v i d e r - l e t t e r -

update.pdf .  Please mail 

completed forms to ELC 

(Attention Child  Care 

Resource & Referral) .  

CCR&R has also developed 

monthly family education 

topics to offer support to 

parents in our community.  

Upcoming Chi ld  Care 

Resource & Referral topics 

include:  October –  Budgeting 

Tips,  November – Stress 

M a n a g e me n t / R e l a x a t i o n 

Techniques, and December—

Work/Life Balance and 

Parent/Child Interaction.  

P l ea se  go  to  h t tp : / /

www.elcbrevard.org/p/248/

family-education for details.                                    

Please note that August and 

September ASQ rescreens are 

past due.  Please read and 

complete ASQs for children 

listed on your Friendly 

Reminders.   

If you close for the holidays in 

December, please send your 

attendance sheets before you 

leave.  Have a happy holiday! 

October-December 2012 

The 5th annual Celebrate Literacy Week, 

Florida! event is just around the corner and 

this year’s theme is ―Take the Lead and 

Read‖ in honor of our sponsor, The Day-

tona International Speedway.  This year 

Just Read Florida! is looking for your help 

in creating a Public Service Announcement 

to ―rev-up‖ the enthusiasm of students 

across Florida about literacy and reading.  

VPK students and providers are invited to 

participate in the PSA contest.  Winners 

will not only have their PSA broadcast 

throughout Florida, but 1st , 2nd, and 3rd 

place winners will receive gift cards in the 

amounts of $1000, $500, and $250 respec-

tively.  If you are interested in participating 

please contact Kim McDonald at the Early 

L e a r n i n g  C o a l i t i o n 

(kmcdonald@elcbrevard.org) for more 

information.  Entries are due to the Early 

Learning Coalition no later than  Friday,  

November 16th.  Let’s show everyone in 

Florida that Brevard takes the lead and 

reads! 

PSA Contest 
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A change is in the air...Over the past few 

months, there has been much talk about the 

new statewide Early Learning Information 

System (ELIS).  In May 2013, the Early 

Learning Coalition of Brevard will be 

converting from our current computer system 

to ELIS.  While news of ELIS has generated 

a great deal of excitement, we can all agree 

that managing change is typically not very 

exciting.  This is the first of a series of 

articles that will focus on the ADKAR 

(Awareness, Desire, Knowledge, Ability, 

Reinforcement) change model.  Hopefully, 

you will find it helpful as you prepare for 

ELIS. 
 

Awareness of the need for change.  ELIS 

will replace a system that was created more 

than twenty years ago.  It goes without 

saying that there has been a great deal of 

advancement in technology in the last twenty 

years to include the creation of the internet.  

With ELIS comes the ability to complete 

many of the tasks that currently are done 

over the phone, by mail or in person by 

simply logging on to any computer 

connected to the internet.  If you currently 

use the internet for anything, then you 

already have what you need to use ELIS. 
 

In planning for the future, start looking at 

how ELIS will directly impact your program, 

your staff, and the children and families you 

are serving.  Begin to engage in ―real talk‖ 

about ELIS- ask questions, share 

information, reach out to the Coalition for 

guidance. Then, put a plan in place to ensure 

that you are ready when ELIS arrives.   
 

We recently held a contest at the Coalition 

where all employees were asked to come up 

with creative ideas for what E.L.I.S. could 

stand for (Ex: Everybody Loves Ice-cream 

Sandwiches).  It was a great way to get 

everyone talking about ELIS and created an 

atmosphere for us to openly share ―pros‖ and 

―cons‖ about our transition to ELIS.  Even 

though some of the responses were silly, it 

was a fun, relatively painless and creative 

way to promote awareness about ELIS.   

Consider a similar activity for your next staff 

meeting. 
 

In the next issue we will focus on Desire to 

participate in and support the change.   

BIZ Quiz 

Got Books? 
Here are some great titles to get 

your children excited about 

reading! 

10 Little Fingers and 10 Little Toes 

(Board Book) by Mem Fox 

 

More More More, Said the Baby (Board 

Book) by Vera B. Williams 

 

Not All Princesses Dress in Pink by Jane 

Yolan and Heidi E. Y. Stemple   

Illustrated by Anne-Sophie Lanquentin 

Try This! 

Provider Spotlight 
Ever want to be in the spotlight?  
We know that great things are happening 

in child care and early education centers 

throughout Brevard County and we want 

to give you an opportunity to share!  If 

you have a special event, activity, lesson, 

community service initiative, or anything 

else you would like to brag about then we 

would like to give you kudos. In each 

newsletter we will select at least one 

provider submission to be highlighted in 

our Provider Spotlight segment.  All we 

need is for you to please submit these 

proud moments to us via email at 

CoalitionConnection@elcbrevard.org or 

mail to: 

 

The Early Learning Coalition of Brevard 

Coalition Connection 

P.O. Box 560692 

Rockledge, FL 32956-0692 

 

Please submit entries by December 12th 

so we have ample opportunity to share! 

This section of the Coalition Connection is 

dedicated to your business and human 

resources questions and concerns.   

Did you know... a provision in the Patient 

Protection and Affordable Care Act requires 

employers to provide reasonable break times 

for an employee to express breast milk for 

her nursing child for 1 year after the child's  

birth each time such employee has the need 

to express the milk? Employers must provide 

a place, other than a bathroom, that is 

shielded from view and free from intrusion 

from coworkers and the public, which may 

be used by an employee to express breast 

milk. Read more: http://www.dol.gov/whd/

regs/compliance/whdfs73.pdf 
 

Some other links: 

Free Microsoft training: 
http://office.microsoft.com/en-us/training/
FX100565001033.aspx 

Disaster plan: 
http://www.floridadisaster.org/business 
 

To ask a business or HR question email Ann 

Beecham, Director of HR: 

abeecham@elcbrevard.org 

 

Since Thanksgiving Day is 

nearly upon us, you may 

want to chart what children 

would want for their 

Thanksgiving meal.  Have 

each child tell you what they 

would like to add to the list.  

As you write their answers 

this is a great opportunity to 

point out  things like, 

―’Strawberries’, that is a long 

word‖ or ―Pumpkin Pie is 

two words‖.  After making 

the list go over each item and 

ask children if they would 

like it at their feast.   After 

finishing the menu ask 

children what non-food items 

would be needed on the table.  

If they can’t think of 

something, say things like, 

―Well, what will I drink out 

of?‖ or ―Hmmm, I might 

need something to wipe my 

face while I eat.‖  Do your 

best at drawing each of these 

items on a piece of paper to 

create a place setting.  Read 

more ideas by Deborah J. 

Stewart at her great website 

―Teach Preschool‖. 

 

www.teachpreschool.org/201

1 / 1 1 / c h a r t i n g - o u t - o u r -

t h a n k s g i v i n g - m e a l - i n -

preschool/ 

Trivia Challenge 
Enjoy reading the Coalition Connection?  

Answer our Trivia Challenge question!  

Providers who answer correctly will be en-

tered in a raffle to win a gift card from 

Lakeshore Learning Materials! 

 

The Trivia Challenge question is: 

What is December’s family education 

topic? 

 

Please submit entries to CoalitionConnec-

tion@elcbrevard.org .  The winner will be 

announced in the next edition of our news-

letter.  A big thank you to our friends at 

Lakeshore for their generous donation! 
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