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The second application for the Child Care
and Early Learning Instructor Disaster
Relief payment is underway.  Please find
the informational document below.
• Application Portal:   
 www.reliefpayments.floridaearlylearning.
com/

Implementing the Florida Standards in

Preschool Classrooms: 3 Years Old to

Kindergarten (instructor-led and online).

Emergent Literacy for VPK Instructors

(online).

Mathematical Thinking for Early

Learners (online).

Language and Vocabulary in the VPK

Classroom (online).

VPK Director Credential course (online).

A VPK Endorsed Director Credential

issued by the Florida Department of

Children and Families (65C22.001,

Florida Administrative Code - F.A.C.)

Dear Early Care and Education 
Partners,

OMICRON & COVID- 
please remember to report any exposures,,

and closures of your center to the Health

Department, DCF, and ELC.

If you need assistance with closures- please

contact:

Dallas Michaud-

dmichaud@elcbrevard.org Providers A-K
Lauren Detweiler-

ldetweiler@elcbrevard.org Providers L-Z,
and BPS.

Due to new changes in Florida Statute

(1002.57(1), F.S.), Effective November 23,
2021, the Division of Early Learning (DEL)

has adopted the following minimum

standards for a Voluntary
Prekindergarten (VPK) Director
Credential.

All VPK Directors must have the
following approved courses to satisfy
the new minimum Standards for VPK
Director Credential.

Required Courses:

And

NOTE: Individuals who were issued a Florida

Director Credential before December 31, 2006,

and were previously considered “Exempt” from

the VPK Director Credential Endorsement will

no longer be exempt.

A private school administrator who holds a

valid certificate in educational leadership

issued by the Florida Department of Education

satisfies the requirement for a prekindergarten

director credential (1002.57, F.S.).

mailto:dmichaud@elcbrevard.org
mailto:ldetweiler@elcbrevard.org


In this month’s newsletter, you will find

flyers for the courses pertaining to the

new HB419 Emergent Literacy
requirements. 

The required 15-hour courses are now

available and being offered by both DCF
and the University of Florida Lastinger
Center. Please see the flyers below for

more details. A friendly reminder that all

VPK leads, and directors must have these

required courses before July 1st, 2022.

Another important reminder please note

that based on Rule 6M-8.610 all Private
VPK directors must have the following
course by July 1st, 2022 –

Classrooms 3 years old Implementing
the Florida Standards in Preschool to
Kindergarten.

Like always feel free to contact me if you

have any questions at

pramos@elcbrevard.org and Tel- 321-423-

7439 

Thank you all for all you do 

 Stay well,

Priscilla Ramos
Provider Services

Administrator

 

Greetings to all our Teachers and Providers, and welcome to February's edition of 

"In The Loop" our monthly Providers publication which is packed with news, updates,

information and resources. I hope you are all well.

. 

mailto:pramos@elcbrevard.org


Hello Providers,

Telling a family to leave your program due to their child’s challenging behaviors is not a

comfortable conversation to have. 

Now as families struggle with their own mental health due to mounting pressures of the

pandemic, we know that you are seeing an increase in these challenging behaviors. 

As soon as you identify a child who may be struggling, PLEASE contact the Early
Intervention Team right away so that we can provide you and the family with support

prior to you asking them to leave your program.

We do not discover that a child has been expelled until this has happened far too many

times.

If you find that you must expel a child, you must use the code provided in the portal for

the termination. That code is “Termination Code 07-Behavior Problems”. 

While we hope that is the last resort but doing so will help us catch these cases and

reach out to the family before too much damage has been done by repeated expulsions. 

Before you expel, review the following:-

• Contact the ELC Early Intervention Team.

• Provide the family with Child Find or Early Steps referral.

• Conference with the family.

• Look for triggers or what the child is trying to gain from the behavior.

• Adjust your teaching strategies to help the child get what they need prior to the

behavior.

Together we can be committed to helping families through a difficult time.

Very best regards,
Your ELCB Early Intervention Team

Beth Arthur, 
Early Intervention

Administrator



“PYRAMID PIECES” Tips, 

techniques 

and teaching 

from the 

Pyramid Model 

 

Kim Kohler 

Early Intervention Specialist

Environmental Cues:-

The Pyramid model is a multi-tiered                                          approach for supporting the social- 

 emotional development of young children.  If we provide a highly quality  supportive environment

that includes nurturing & responsive relationships, then we are far more likely to meet children’s

social/emotional needs-meaning we are far less likely to have children that will need intensive

interventions! https://challengingbehavior.cbcs.usf.edu/index.html 

Relevant to children's needs, interests, and

lives.

Highly engaging and interesting.

Variety of materials in each center.

Changed and rotated on a regular basis

Create a systematic way of choosing centers.

Welcome back!!  As we transition children

back into the learning routine and structure

from all the chaotic fun of the Holidays, we

hope that you will use our tips to help you in

this process!!

This month we again want to discuss High

Quality Environments.

Around this time of year, we are changing

some of the toys & materials in our

classrooms/centers- while that is great and

definitely important- let’s also focus on the

arrangement and design of those centers!!

Classroom Arrangement &Learning Design
 Create meaningful and engaging learning

centers

You can use visual cues to limit the number of

children in a center at one time. Use a clear

visual so that children always know how many

can be in each center and who is in each center.

Here is an example that uses pictures of each

child, the children move their picture when they

enter and exit the center. If all the spots are

filled, they need to pick a different center. 

Limit Number of Children in Centers:-

Another example of ways to limit children are

center tags, the children can select a center tag

to wear while they are in that center, the teacher

will leave the amount of center tags allowed for

each center. 

For a popular

center, like

computers where

only one or two

children may be

able to go a time. 

 When it is the 

child’s turn, their picture is next to the words “my

turn” so the teacher knows that when they look in

the center, they should see that child. When that

child’s turn is up, they can find the person who is

marked as “I’m next” to let them know it is their

turn. This avoids confusion or children

arguing/wondering who is next. 

Physical Environment to Promote Engagement:-

Set your room up for success!!  When you do this,
you are setting yourself and your students up for
success too!!

Enough centers to

acommodate the number

of children

Centers have clear

boundaries

Materials are

developmentally

appropriate and  

 adequate

 No wide spaces for

children to run

Group area is clearly

defined with enough space

to accommodate the

number of children



Danielle Thomas was nominated as the Teacher of The Month for February 2022 . 

Mary Connors the VPK Director at Ascension Catholic School told us that Ms. Danielle is one of
our VPK teachers at Ascension Catholic School in Melbourne. She graduated from the University
of Central Florida with a Bachelor of Science in Elementary Education and holds certifications for
Elementary Education grades 1-6, Primary Education K-3, VPK certification, and recently earned
the VPK Director Credential. 

Danielle began her teaching career at Ascension 25 years ago as a preschool teacher. Throughout
the years she has also taught kindergarten and first grade. Danielle is now in her third year of
teaching VPK and her love for the little ones shows in all she does. She is always finding new ways
to reach and teach her students and shows her students her excitement when they “get it.” Her
classroom is a fun place where learning and sharing take place each day. In the afternoon
Danielle is a resource teacher and works in small groups with students from kindergarten through
third grade.

Danielle was awarded Distinguished Catholic School Teacher in 2020. She has a passion to make
a real difference in the lives of young children. We would like to thank her for her teamwork,
dedication, and the love she shows her students each day. Ascension Catholic School is blessed
to have her. Go Eagles!!

Teachers 
Spotlight

Danielle Thomas
Ascension Catholic School

Melbourne

We want to recognize  the amazing Teachers 
in your centers who have gone above and beyond.

Email your nominations with a photo and 
biography to cgrizzle@elcbrevard.org

before the 20th of each month. Tell us how 
and why your Teacher is a SHINING STAR!

who has earned his or her place in the
 

TEACHER OF THE MONTH 
HALL OF FAME



Focus on Professional Development 
Presented by Lisa Diggs

Each month our Professional Development Team share a range of highly relevant articles

outlining practical, relatable and easy to apply Classroom and Behavior Management
Strategies. We suggest you print, save and share these with your team. You can also save

these handouts in a binder for ease of  access, quick reference and as a tool for ongoing

professional development and staff team discussion. 

 



Print and keep
 



In the world of Early Years Education every
month is busy and indeed every  day presents
brand new, fun opportunities for our little
learners which our super Brevard Teachers
consistently embrace..

We positively welcome in FEBRUARY as we
acknowledge Black History Month which
recognizes  the rich contributions, traditions
and culture of Black and African American's,
and we celebrate Chinese New Year  (Year of
the Tiger) with it's amazing Festival of
Lanterns, and of course Valentines Day, after
all its all about LOVE LOVE LOVE. We know
your Classrooms will be  hubs of activity, so
here are some tips, ideas, and links to useful
resources to get those creative juices flowing!

Activity:- 
Weaving "Kente Cloth"
place mats, perhaps for
a Black History Month
celebratory tea party 
 or for a creative
classroom wall display.

For a broad range of
activity ideas, lesson
plans, how to videos,
creative art templates
including  lanterns,
paper cutting & Tigers.

Our own
Division Of Early
Learning
resources

20 x 1inch strips of vivid colors construction
paper, 
Kids craft glue or glue sticks  

You will need 
(per mat):-

http://www.floridaearlylearni
ng.com/vpk/vpk-
providers/professional-
development-training/vpk-
professional-development-
teacher-resources/activity-
plans

Click to download a weeks worth of activities
and templates for valentines day

Crafty Corner 

Online Preschool Learning Resources:-

Kente Cloth



Professional Development 

https://www.elcbrevard.org/p/90/calendar

New and updated trainings are added each
month. Please review and register for
trainings at:-

February 2022

Infant/Toddler CLASS Group Coaching (MMCI)
Begins Saturday February 5th - March 12th -
9am - 6 x 4 hour sessions - full attendance
required for certificate of completion.
Facilitated by Lisa Diggs        
 
Pre K CLASS Group Coaching (MMCI) 
Begins FEBRUARY 14th - March 30th - 12 x 2
hour sessions - full attendance required for
certificate of completion. 
Facilitated by Lisa Diggs

Monthly Directors Chat 
24th February 1pm - 2pm
Facilitated by Priscilla Ramos - Guest Speakers

Monthly Teachers Chat
February 24th - 6pm - 7pm
Chinaka Grizzle & Lisa Diggs - Guest Speakers

Preparing for your CLASS Observation 
February 8th (Virtual) - Facilitated by Chinaka
Grizzle

Coaching - Investing In your Team -  February
15th - 1pm - 2pm - Facilitated by Chinaka
Grizzle

Coaching - Investing In your own  Professional
Development - February 15th - 6pm - 7pm -
Facilitated by Chinaka Grizzle

ELC Brevard Training Calendar

https://www.elcbrevard.org/event/detail/pid/90/id/1770/instance/20220212
https://www.elcbrevard.org/event/detail/pid/90/id/1776/instance/20220214


January 31st - February 4th   - Celebration of the Hands
Each year, young children, teachers, and families, decorate tens of thousands of pieces of hand artwork, which are
used to create a beautiful display during the Children’s Week Florida™ event, honoring the Hanging of the Hands,
which began in 1986 in the State Capitol Rotunda. These beautiful hands serve as a reminder to legislators,
advocates, and all visitors that thousands of Florida’s children are impacted by the policy decisions made by the
legislature.

February 1st - 28th      -      Black History Month 
In Acknowledgement, recognition and Celebration of African American / 
Black  history, culture, contributions and accomplishments.

February 1st      -      Chinese New Year & The Lantern Festival on February 15th
2022 will be the year of the tiger. It means people born this year will share the tiger's characteristics of bravery,
confidence, competitiveness and unpredictable.

February 14th       -     St Valentines Day
It originated as a Christian feast day honoring Christian martyrs named Saint Valentine and, through later folk
traditions, has become a significant cultural, and commercial celebration of romance and love in many regions of
the world 

February 2nd      -       Groundhog Day
When the groundhog is said to come out of its hole at the end of hibernation and for tell the weather for the next 6
weeks. Legend also has it that a series of unwelcome or tedious events appear to be recurring in exactly the same
way, repeatedly.

February 4th            -       Thank Your Mailman Day 
Thank Your Mailman Day is your chance to say thanks to the guy, or gal, who delivers your mail. After all, your mail
carrier delivers your mail six days a week.

February 9th          -        National Pizza Day
BECAUSE - surely everyone loves Pizza!

February 12th  -         2nd Annual 321: FOOD FEST  (Family Fun)   12:00pm - 10:00pm Location Wickham Park
Brevard County's largest Food Festival featuring A LA CARTE TASTING MENUS priced at only $1-$5 per item, offering
you the opportunity to sample a vast variety of all the best from the Space Coast all in one place

February 17th       -       Dr. Martin Luther King Day
Annually on the third Monday of January, America honors the birth, life, and contributions of Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr. A Federal holiday where schools, libraries and most federal and state offices will be closed

February 17th       -        Random Acts of Kindness Day
Today is Random Acts of Kindness Day. And, you know what to do...perform a few random acts of kindness. Almost
any kind deed will do. And, we highly recommend you perform kind acts on as many people as you can.

February 19  Strawberry Fest     -     10:00 am - 5:00 pm   Wickham Park,  2500 Parkway Dr, Melbourne, FL 
Cost: $6, Kids 2 and under FREE. Family Fun, activities & Festivities, Strawberries galore, Art & Crafts, Food and
yummy treats, Free Bounce Houses and rock painting, Live Entertainment,  Strawberry Relay, Pony Rides, Face
Painting, Hula Hoop Contest, , Petting Farm, baby Contest, Races, Train Rides, Bean Bag Toss, & Much More.
http://www.melbournefest.com/

February 19th   -    Ocean Treasures Festival 10:00 am - 4:00 pm  8385 S. Hwy A1A Melbourne Beach, FL 32951,
Cost: FREE. Ocean Experts, Arts, Jewelry, food, music, marine education, and more!
Website: www.facebook.com

February 26th      -    Cocoa Mardi Gras and Parade 5:00 pm - 10:30 pm (Parade Starts 7:30pm)
Cocoa Riverfront Park, 401 Riveredge Blvd, Cocoa, FL 32922. Kids 12 and under are FREE
Family Friendly Cocoa Mardi Gras w/ City Wide Parade. Gates Open at 5pm KIDS 12 .
https://www.cocoafl.gov/calendar.aspx

Calendar Dates February 2022

https://www.chinahighlights.com/festivals/lantern-festival.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Feast_day
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_martyrs
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Valentine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Romance_(love)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Romance_(love)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Romance_(love)
https://www.facebook.com/eelbrevard


Please check our ELC Brevard website for information, updates and trainings:-
                     
https://www.elcbrevard.org/p/90/calendar 

You can also find and follow Early Learning Coalition of Brevard on 

                                                        https://www.facebook.com/ELCBC
 
                                                            Twitter :- https://twitter.com/elcbrevard

                                                            Instagramhttps://www.instagram.com/elcbrevard/

Early Learning Coalition of Brevard - Staff Contacts 

Melbourne Fax (321) 752-3294   Rockledge Fax (321) 637-1897

https://www.facebook.com/ELCBC
https://www.facebook.com/ELCBC
https://twitter.com/elcbrevard
https://www.instagram.com/elcbrevard/

